FIGURATIVE CHARACTERIZATION OF A LAWYER IN AMERICAN HUMOROUS TEXTS THROUGH COMPARISON WITH ANIMALS
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Since the early 1980s, jokes about lawyers have formed a notable part of American humor, serving both to mirror and to influence public perceptions of the legal profession. The present study seeks to determine the central zoomorphic metaphors used in such jokes, to outline the stereotypical qualities attached to them, and to explore their cultural and pragmatic roles. The analysis focuses specifically on humorous texts in which lawyers are likened to animals - predators, scavengers, cunning creatures, or parasites—and examines how these figurative comparisons function as tools of criticism, amusement, and shared social commentary. [1]
The material for this research consists of American jokes collected online that present lawyers through animal imagery. The methodology combines qualitative, semantic, and pragmatic approaches, including the classification of animal analogies, the identification of recurring traits and narrative patterns, and the interpretation of their cultural significance within humorous communication.
Humor studies generally view jokes as expressions of collective attitudes, concerns, and tensions. Within such texts, stereotypes reduce complex professional roles to a few recognizable features, while animal metaphors transfer culturally established associations directly onto the human subject. Existing research connects the rise of lawyer jokes with the increasing legalization of American society, the prevalence of litigation, and perceptions of greed within the legal field. [2]
Animal comparisons can be put into the next categories:
1. Predatory metaphors (sharks, tigers). In many jokes, lawyers are portrayed as apex predators whose behavior resembles the aggression and opportunism of sharks and big cats.
2. Scavenger metaphors (vultures). Vulture imagery highlights the idea of exploiting people in moments of weakness. 
3. Sly/deceptive metaphors (snakes, foxes). Snakes and foxes evoke characteristics such as cunning, deception, and treachery.
4. Parasitic metaphors (leeches, ticks, vampires). These comparisons portray lawyers as beings that “feed” on clients, often financially.
5. Other metaphors (bulldog, pig, porcupine). Less frequent comparisons employ other animals associated with stubbornness, disrespect, or abrasiveness.
Animal metaphors draw upon widely shared cultural images, allowing humorous criticism to be communicated quickly and effectively. Through such imagery, jokes express frustration with legal costs, perceived dishonesty, or strategic manipulation. They also provide a communal outlet, reinforcing social bonds through shared laughter.
The findings reveal stable clusters of metaphors—predatory, scavenging, cunning, parasitic, and pestlike—each associated with specific complaints. Together, these comparisons shape the humorous yet highly critical image of the lawyer as dangerous, exploitative, or morally suspect.
Overall, zoomorphic imagery in American lawyer jokes operates as a structured rhetorical mechanism that channels societal concerns regarding the legal profession. By attributing animal qualities to lawyers, such jokes voice disapproval while granting emotional relief. Future research may explore how similar metaphorical patterns appear in other cultures.
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