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The research is based on the survey conducted among two focus groups: international
students and Russian ones. The survey consists of three blocks: history and politics of Russia,
mentality and social cliches, associations.

The analysis of the foreign students’ responses revealed three key trends in the perception
of Russia. A positive attitude: Russia is recognized as the heir of the USSR, a supporter of a
multipolar world, traditional values and the principle of sovereignty in international relations.
Polarized opinions, depending on the historical and geographical context: Western
respondents are more likely to give negative assessments, while representatives of developing
countries in the East and Africa tend to have a favorable perception. Thus, Russia appears
to be both a threat and a peaceful force. Uncertainty due to lack of knowledge: neutral
responses prevail on the opposition suppression, the 1917 revolution and the 2014 joining of
Crimea, pointing to gaps in historical and political awareness.

It is essential to stress that the perception has a regional character. Although the general
trend regarding the legacy of the USSR, the protection of sovereignty and multipolarity is
positive, assessments of foreign policy and political regime vary significantly.

Latin America demonstrates an empathic positive assessment of Russia being the heir
of the USSR, a counterweight to unipolarity, a partner of developing countries [2] and a
critic of internal affairs interference. Traditional values are favoured, claims of imperialism
and authoritarianism are neutral, but being a threat to Europe prevails which can be explained
with the perception of Russia as a strong military power with industrial potential.

Africa perceives Russia as an alternative to Western influence: a full-fledged heir of the
USSR, a supporter of multipolarity, traditions and the Global South. Negative theses (expansion,
threat to Europe, interference, authoritarianism) cause disagreement, indicating not uniformly
negative perception.

The CIS supports Russia as the heir of the USSR, advocate of multipolarity [4], traditions,
sovereignty and developing countries; positively assesses Crimea [4]. However, Russia is considered
a military threat to Europe, there are knowledge gaps in the 1917 revolution and uncertainty
about modern politics.

The West is predictably contradictory: it rejects interference in elections, the illegitimacy
of Crimea and the US’s role in the Victory in WWII but recognizes Russia’s status as the USSR
heir and defender of traditions. The most persistent negative thesis is the suppression of the
opposition. Interestingly, the expansion, the threat to Europe and authoritarianism are neutral,
indicating a pluralism of opinions in civil society [3].

The developing East (Asia) is positive on non-interference, Crimea, the USSR, multipolarity
and the Global South [4], strengthening the image of a reliable partner. Meanwhile, it remains
neutral in terms of threats to Europe and politics, due to the weak influence of Western
propaganda.
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Overall, the psychological image of Russians is favorable with high marks on diligence,
patriotism, unity and kindness. Stereotypes of rudeness are rare. Pessimism, alcoholism, patriarchy,
and collectivism are neutral. The image of “strong, united people” enhances Russia’s attractiveness
as a partner, facilitating dialogue with the South and East, reducing tensions in the West.

Meanwhile, Russian students form a dual image of the country: deep respect for the historical
heritage is combined with a neutral attitude to modern political realities, reflecting the maturity
of public consciousness.

On the issues of territorial expansion, the threat to Europe, authoritarianism, opposition
suppression opinions are without a consensus. Results indicate different views from defenders of
national interests to constructive criticisms of what stimulates the development of the nation.
Pessimism, patriarchy, alcoholism, collectivism are assessed neutrally as these traits are still
not remnants of the past. Moreover, ignorance of the events of 1917 is noted, indicating gaps
in historical awareness.

However, there is a positive attitude towards historical heritage and values. Russians believe
in non-interference, the legitimacy of Crimea, the decisive role in the Victory in World War II,
being the heir of the USSR and strengthening of traditional values. The psychological portrait
highlights hard work, patriotism, national unity and kindness, creating the image of a strong
nation.

Notably, the previous agenda (USSR, Crimea) is perceived positively, in contrast to the
ambiguous present. Consequently, a task to link achievements with current politics through
explanatory work needs to be assigned, turning youth patriotism into the basis of Russia’s
sovereign development.

To conclude, international students show a polarized perception of Russia with a regional
bias (critical West of the opposition; supportive East, Africa towards multipolarity), neutrality
in disputes (expansion), lack of knowledge (Crimea, 1917) and a positive psychological image of
Russians. While Russian students demonstrate internal ambivalence, there is positivity towards
the past (USSR, Crimea, WWII) and neutrality towards the present (politics, mentality). The
occurring difference exists due to external formation of views by geopolitics, internal by history.
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B/IOK 1
Poccua Poccun Poccws - Poccun Npucoeauren |Uens Tnasras  |Pesonvouus 1917 |Poccua - |Kak Poccua | Poccus - |Poccus Poccma | Onnosums
CipemuTcA K |npeacTaBnser  |asTopuTapras |smewmsaetca & |ue Kpoiva | Ci npusmta y y 5 Poccun
reppuTopuans |yrposy ans  |cTpana, 8 soi60pbl Apyritx |2014 sensetca | Boenrol  |nobeasi s |uHoCTparHbiMM  |a CCCP ua CCeP, sa amoworo |3a He
Ho¥t 6esonacrocTu |koTopoit crpan - |Benmoit 061 Poccusn HayiHo-  |ykp
skcnaHcun  |Esponsi csoeli |nogasasetca " umnepuanuc |Otevectser |sbisectn Poccuio oTcramsaer | pHsilt mup b wames |
sonpoc | POTHE BoeHHOl csobona ocywectsnmno |tuieckan  |oii Boline - |us Nepaoit npuHLMn o bix cTpariam
cocenit mowsio rpamaan cb6es i Boiibl u i
noAsep kA Kas nomoLb B aCCceP  [sawmty
mecTHoro CLUA, xonop, MeAYHaPOAH HauoHabH
Hacenenws bix oro
oTHOWeHMAX epnncrsa
Cpeanee
3Hauenue 031 033 0,15 -0,89) -1,06| -0,70| 1,37 0,66/ 115 1,14/0.99 1,27 1,28 0,98 -0,48]

Puc. : Data from a survey of Russian students on the political and historical block

BNOK 2
Pyccumii venoser | Pyccumin Pyccrmin Pyccrmit Pyccnmii wenosex | B Poccun Pyccromy Pyccuuii venosen |Pyccwuii B Poccum B Poccum Pyccnmii Pyccrmii
MeHee oTHPLIT No |uenoBek - wenosex uencsen neccummcTiven |rocnoacTeyio ¥ uenosex rocnoacTeyer  [niopsm napos, uenosex
caoeit Hatype,  [rpyGeii W peaxa renrete) T ceoiicTaenH naTpuOTHYEH [KOANEKTUBMIM  [cBOMCTBEHHO [eavHbI M |RoBp M
sonpocs: Hewenn : ?e(uvscmenmm yneiGaeTca naTpHapxans |0 NPUHMMaTE, HecT Ennuuennm \aywesen
sanapHbii ] MHOCTPaHUAM Hble ycTon  [ankorons 8 konnexTuBHy i
uenosex. Emy " Gonbiom o
CBOMCTBEHHO HEZHAHOMUAM KOMueCTBE OTBETCTBEHH
Grarn octe
cpeaHee sHauEHME 0,10 -1,21) -0,07, -0,86] -0,34 0,66/ -0,27] 1,21 1,01 0,07| 0,29) 1,38
Puc. : Survey data of Russian students on the sociological block
B/IOK 3
Cxakum akropom [Mo Bawemy  |Moxanyiicta, |Knouesas Mepsan EcrmyBac ects  |Accoumaums |[nasHoe EcnuyBacects  |4To Bblcuntaete [Poccust
v Poccun camble | mHermio, oBbackute  |sacayras accoumauums co  |ceoii BapuaHT  |co nocToskue ceoit BapuaHT AaBHbIM accoumupyetea y
KOHGPOHTALMOH |Ha4ano cBoit oTBeT Ha |noBeae Bo cnoBOM POCCHS | OTBETA Ha BOMPOC |BpemeHem | Poccun OTBETA HA BOMPOC | AOCTUREHUEM | MeHA co
Hble Poccuiickoit  |Bonpoc: Bropoit "Kakne ropa "4ro senserca  |Poccin? cnegyrowmumm
B3aumoOTHOWeH |rocyaapcTsent |"Korga, no | Muposoit accoumauny 1aBHbIM npunaratensHbimu
sonpoc! na? octh sawemy soiire sac BosHMKaoT AocToArmem
MHEHMIO, npMHaaneKUT co cnosom Pocchi?”, Bbl
sapoaunacs "Poccus MOXETe HanncaTs
poccuiickan MOXeTe HanucaTs ero 3gecs
rocynapcTeeH erospecs
HocTe?"
cpepHee sHaueHne |EBponeiickuii 862 ccep onbias 8OV OTBeTHI 3uma Goratas Ky/ITypa |cBOM OTBETHI MoGesa so CunbHas,
coos repputopua, Bropoit MorylecTBeHHAR,
Boraras npupona, Mwuposoit Boitre |sonHcTseHHas,
Puc. : Data from a survey of Russian students on the associative block
1 block
Question/ region Russia is |Russiais a Russia The main The main Russia is the |As the heir of |Russia Russia is the | Russia Russia Opposition
striving |country witha |intervenes |goal of the [reason of the |heirofthe |the USSR, supports the [heir of supports the |provides in Russia is
for authoritarian  |into the Special victory in the |USSR Russia idea of the  |scientific idea of support for  |not
territoria | political regime | elections of |Military Great Patriotic protects multipolar  [and strengthenin |developing suppressed
in which other Operation is |War is the sovereignty |world technologic |g traditional |countries
expansio |citizens' countries imperialistic |economic and al potential |values to
n freedoms are expansion |support of the international of the USSR | protect
towards |suppressed USA, cold relations national
its weather unity
neighbor
West 0,27 0,55 -1,09 -0,55 -1 0,55 0,64 0,45 1,1 0,45 -0,81 -0,27
cis 0,2 04 04 04 1 1,4 08 1,4 1,4 1,4 1 0
Africa -1 -1,29 -1 0,29 -0,57 2 1,85 1,71 2 2 0,86 0,86
Latin America 0 -0,34 -1 -1,5 -0,5 0 0,84 1,17 0,84 1,17 1 0
Developing East 0,21 -0,57 0,93 0,78 0,64 1,29 1,57 1,14 1,36 1,43 1,36 0,64

Puc. : Data of the survey of foreign students in political and historical block

2 blod

Question/ region A A Russian A Russian Patriarchic | A Russian A Russian Collectivism |People tend |Russian A Russian

Russian |personrarely |personis mindsetis |persontends |personis is dominant |to bear people are |person is

person is |smiles to cynical dominantin |to drink patriotic in Russia collective united kind and

less foreigners and Russia alcohol in big responsibility sincere

open by |strangers amounts

nature in

compari

son with

a

Europea

none.

Russians

tend to

be

private
West -1,64 -1,18 -0,27 0,09 -0,09 0,9 -0,27 -0,36 0,72 1,09
CIS -0,2 0 -0,8 0,2 -0,6 0,6 0 0,8 0,6 1,2
Africa 0,34 0,34 -1,83 -0,83 -0,83 1,17 0,5 0,84 1,5 1,67
Latin America 0 0,29 -1,5 -0,83 -0,83 1,16 0,5 0,83 1,5 1,67
Developing East 0,14 0 -0,64 0 0,16 1,16 0,67 0,67 0,83 1

Puc. : Data of the survey of foreign students in sociological block
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3 block
With which subject |Inyour |The key What With which [Whatisthe [Aboutwhat |Russiais
does Russia have opinion, |accomplishme |association |seasondo |main heritage |accomplishe |associated
the most tense when ntin The do you have |you of Russia? d of Russia | with the
relations? did the [Second World |with the associate do people |following
Russian |War belongs to |word Russia? know in your | adjectives
Statehoo "Russia"? country?
d begin?
West Ukraine 862 | Russia Big territory, |winter rich culture  |WW2 victory
CIS Ukraine 862 | USSR rich nature, |winter rich culture | WW?2 victory | powerful,
Africa Ukraine 862 |Russia big number |winter rich culture space flight |strong,
Latin America |Ukraine 862 |Russia of natural |winter rich culture  [space flight |militant,
Developing East|Ukraine 862 |Russia resources |winter rich culture WW?2 victory|unbeatable

Puc. : Data of the survey of foreign students in associative block




