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The research is based on the survey conducted among two focus groups: international
students and Russian ones. The survey consists of three blocks: history and politics of Russia,
mentality and social cliches, associations.

The analysis of the foreign students’ responses revealed three key trends in the perception
of Russia. A positive attitude: Russia is recognized as the heir of the USSR, a supporter of a
multipolar world, traditional values and the principle of sovereignty in international relations.
Polarized opinions, depending on the historical and geographical context: Western
respondents are more likely to give negative assessments, while representatives of developing
countries in the East and Africa tend to have a favorable perception. Thus, Russia appears
to be both a threat and a peaceful force. Uncertainty due to lack of knowledge: neutral
responses prevail on the opposition suppression, the 1917 revolution and the 2014 joining of
Crimea, pointing to gaps in historical and political awareness.

It is essential to stress that the perception has a regional character. Although the general
trend regarding the legacy of the USSR, the protection of sovereignty and multipolarity is
positive, assessments of foreign policy and political regime vary significantly.

Latin America demonstrates an empathic positive assessment of Russia being the heir
of the USSR, a counterweight to unipolarity, a partner of developing countries [2] and a
critic of internal affairs interference. Traditional values are favoured, claims of imperialism
and authoritarianism are neutral, but being a threat to Europe prevails which can be explained
with the perception of Russia as a strong military power with industrial potential.

Africa perceives Russia as an alternative to Western influence: a full-fledged heir of the
USSR, a supporter of multipolarity, traditions and the Global South. Negative theses (expansion,
threat to Europe, interference, authoritarianism) cause disagreement, indicating not uniformly
negative perception.

The CIS supports Russia as the heir of the USSR, advocate of multipolarity [4], traditions,
sovereignty and developing countries; positively assesses Crimea [4]. However, Russia is considered
a military threat to Europe, there are knowledge gaps in the 1917 revolution and uncertainty
about modern politics.

The West is predictably contradictory: it rejects interference in elections, the illegitimacy
of Crimea and the US’s role in the Victory in WWII but recognizes Russia’s status as the USSR
heir and defender of traditions. The most persistent negative thesis is the suppression of the
opposition. Interestingly, the expansion, the threat to Europe and authoritarianism are neutral,
indicating a pluralism of opinions in civil society [3].

The developing East (Asia) is positive on non-interference, Crimea, the USSR, multipolarity
and the Global South [4], strengthening the image of a reliable partner. Meanwhile, it remains
neutral in terms of threats to Europe and politics, due to the weak influence of Western
propaganda.
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Overall, the psychological image of Russians is favorable with high marks on diligence,
patriotism, unity and kindness. Stereotypes of rudeness are rare. Pessimism, alcoholism, patriarchy,
and collectivism are neutral. The image of “strong, united people” enhances Russia’s attractiveness
as a partner, facilitating dialogue with the South and East, reducing tensions in the West.

Meanwhile, Russian students form a dual image of the country: deep respect for the historical
heritage is combined with a neutral attitude to modern political realities, reflecting the maturity
of public consciousness.

On the issues of territorial expansion, the threat to Europe, authoritarianism, opposition
suppression opinions are without a consensus. Results indicate different views from defenders of
national interests to constructive criticisms of what stimulates the development of the nation.
Pessimism, patriarchy, alcoholism, collectivism are assessed neutrally as these traits are still
not remnants of the past. Moreover, ignorance of the events of 1917 is noted, indicating gaps
in historical awareness.

However, there is a positive attitude towards historical heritage and values. Russians believe
in non-interference, the legitimacy of Crimea, the decisive role in the Victory in World War II,
being the heir of the USSR and strengthening of traditional values. The psychological portrait
highlights hard work, patriotism, national unity and kindness, creating the image of a strong
nation.

Notably, the previous agenda (USSR, Crimea) is perceived positively, in contrast to the
ambiguous present. Consequently, a task to link achievements with current politics through
explanatory work needs to be assigned, turning youth patriotism into the basis of Russia’s
sovereign development.

To conclude, international students show a polarized perception of Russia with a regional
bias (critical West of the opposition; supportive East, Africa towards multipolarity), neutrality
in disputes (expansion), lack of knowledge (Crimea, 1917) and a positive psychological image of
Russians. While Russian students demonstrate internal ambivalence, there is positivity towards
the past (USSR, Crimea, WWII) and neutrality towards the present (politics, mentality). The
occurring difference exists due to external formation of views by geopolitics, internal by history.
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Рис. : Data from a survey of Russian students on the political and historical block

Рис. : Survey data of Russian students on the sociological block

Рис. : Data from a survey of Russian students on the associative block

Рис. : Data of the survey of foreign students in political and historical block

Рис. : Data of the survey of foreign students in sociological block
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Рис. : Data of the survey of foreign students in associative block
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