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One of the most compelling aspects of the English language is the diversity of the vocabulary available to its learners. Misused vocabulary can make even the most fluent speakers seem inexperienced; on the other hand, using it right gives the speaker confidence and an increased ability to express themselves. Furthermore, a good vocabulary range increasing reading comprehension, ability in technical subjects and written ability. Words are vital elements when we talk of humans as social beings. 
The situation is the same in language learning as well [1]. None of our students start with the ability to produce full grammatical sentences while acquiring a second language. Having this idea in mind, we would like to share a number of fun filled activities in teaching vocabulary to very young learners.
In school curriculum, the language items are usually sequenced from simple to complex [2]. You can apply the same technique while teaching vocabulary; therefore use the same activities at different grades with various levels of difficulty. 
Most of the activities are based on flashcards, which lead to successful lexical acquisition.
Stage 1. The primary phase that I call the Presentation Stage starts with a poster presentation [3]. You are advised to determine nine or ten target vocabulary that you would like to teach beforehand. To do this, you need to prepare a wall poster, which includes picture of key vocabulary with numbers beneath them. You can either ask your Ss. To repeat after you or you can let them guess the meaning of a word from the picture. After presentation, you are suggested to say the number so that Ss. can say the relevant word, and vice versa.
Stage 2. The practice. Here is a list of various activities which you can make use of while practicing target vocabulary [4]. Try and you’ll see that it really proves success.
a) ODD ONE OUT
Take a lexical set of flashcards, e.g. animals or food. Include one card that is not in the same lexical set as the others. Hold up each card in turn and Ss. say the name of the item. When you show the card that is not in the same lexical set, Ss. call out “odd one out”.
This way, you can raise consciousness about different word categories, which functions as a metalanguage for your learners [5].
If you have a group of learners with higher levels of language, you can make use of word cards to practice different lexical categories; i.e. verbs, nouns, adjectives, etc…
b) LIP READING
This is a traditional way of practicing vocabulary and structures. Journalists often follow this technique to grasp any secret information from politicians. Here, it is suggested that you put 6 flashcards on the BB. Choose one and mouth the word without making any sound. Ss. follow your lips as you mouth the word and try to guess what it is.
c) WHAT’S MISSING?
This is another technique for improving Ss’ memory and increasing interest. For this activity, I advise that you choose some vocabulary other than the primary ones, so that you can help your students to go further with language.  For young learners, put 10 flashcards on the BB: Instruct the children to close their eyes. Remove a card from BB: Tell SS. to open their eyes and ask What is missing? Teaching all new vocabulary from a book in a foreign language is an irrelevant objective for both our learners and us [6]. Yet, we can simplify the importance. With older learners, finding the missing word card is an enjoyable activity, which is relevant to our teaching objectives as well. Students learn more when they try to recall from their short-term memory.
d) COMMANDS
          As we all know, TPR is an indispensable part of language teaching, especially if you are working with young learners. Take 6 flashcards and hold them up one at a time [7]. Then write the word on BB: Beside each word, write a command. Hold up each flashcard in turn. Ss. look at the card, choose the correct command from the list and carry out the command. If you wish to add more excitement to the game, you can remove the commands together with the flashcards and see whether your students can recall the right command for the right card or out.
DICTATION? OH NO!
         Suppose that your students have had enough practice on the target vocabulary. How would you like to assess their learning? Through dictation! I can easily imagine the expression in your eyes. Great astonishment! Yet, I still say “Why not?” Dictation, when used properly can have amazing outcomes. It depends on with how much eagerness and not to mention prepared you are, to use it. Here are some ways of using dictation in your classes.
1. RUNNING DICTATION
        Put three pieces of paper on the BB. on which, a part of the story you have recently studied is written. Divide your students into three and choose a secretary for each group. Members of each group take it in turn running and helping the secretary copy that part of the story. The first group to finish the piece first wins the game.
2. ROLLING DICTATION
        This is the actual assessment phase, which we all know as classical dictation. It’s suggested that you divide the story into three or four parts. Choose 20 words out of each part. Read the part twice at normal speed, here Ss. try to catch and write the right words.
3. SHOUTING DICTATION
          We can also call it “Cooperative Dictation”, in which Ss. work in pairs to complete a given part of the story. It is cooperative because Ss. need to work in pairs in order to complete this information gap activity. The reason is that both students have different parts missing in their worksheets.
           To return to the beginning, it’s vital to mention that words are what make a language “language”. A single may mean a lot, while in a sentence that importance may get lost structure is poor to express. In other words, one can express many things through words only. Language and therefore vocabulary teaching is a vast area. The more you think the more you produce. 
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